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What middle school indicators can predict if a 
student will graduate high school?
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Potential Middle School Predictors of High School OnTrack
Test score indicators 
8th grade Reading ISAT 
• % correct: Vocabulary Development 
• % correct: Reading Strategies 
• % correct: Reading Comprehension 
• % correct: Literature 
• Reading extended response points 
8th grade Math ISAT 
• % correct: Number Sense 
• % correct: Measurement
• % correct: Algebra
• % correct: Geometry
• % correct: Data Analysis, Statistics and Probability 
• Math extended response points: Mathematical Knowledge
• Math extended response points: Strategic Knowledge
• Math extended response points: Explanation
7th grade Reading ISAT 
7th grade Math ISAT 
6th grade Reading ISAT 
6th grade Math ISAT 
ISAT reading gains over middle grades 
ISAT reading growth over middle grades 
Relative class rank based on ISAT reading
ISAT math gains over middle grades 
ISAT math growth over middle grades 
Relative class rank based on ISAT math 

Background characteristics 
Race 
Gender
Old-for-grade
Neighborhood poverty
Neighborhood social status
Special education status 

Grade-based indicators 
8th grade English GPA
8th grade Math GPA 
8th grade core GPA 
8th grade number of Fs
7th grade core GPA 

Behavior-based indicators 
8th grade attendance 
8th grade suspensions
8th grade misconducts 
8th grade GRIT (survey)
8th grade Study Habits (survey)
7th grade attendance 
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Actual Middle School Predictors of High School OnTrack
Test score indicators 
8th grade Reading ISAT 
• % correct: Vocabulary Development 
• % correct: Reading Strategies 
• % correct: Reading Comprehension 
• % correct: Literature 
• Reading extended response points 
8th grade Math ISAT 
• % correct: Number Sense 
• % correct: Measurement
• % correct: Algebra
• % correct: Geometry
• % correct: Data Analysis, Statistics and Probability 
• Math extended response points: Mathematical Knowledge
• Math extended response points: Strategic Knowledge
• Math extended response points: Explanation
7th grade Reading ISAT 
7th grade Math ISAT 
6th grade Reading ISAT 
6th grade Math ISAT 
ISAT reading gains over middle grades 
ISAT reading growth over middle grades 
Relative class rank based on ISAT reading
ISAT math gains over middle grades 
ISAT math growth over middle grades 
Relative class rank based on ISAT math 

Background characteristics 
Race 
Gender
Old-for-grade
Neighborhood poverty
Neighborhood social status
Special education status 

Grade-based indicators 
8th grade English GPA
8th grade Math GPA 
8th grade core GPA 
8th grade number of Fs
7th grade core GPA 

Behavior-based indicators 
8th grade attendance 
8th grade suspensions
8th grade misconducts 
8th grade GRIT (survey)
8th grade Study Habits (survey)
7th grade attendance 
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In 8th grade, a student who misses 

fewer than two days has a 93 percent 

chance of being on-track in their 

freshman year of high school, while a 

student who misses about two weeks 

a year in 8th grade has just a 66 

percent chance of being on-track. 

Middle school attendance is a strong predictor of 

freshman year success

93%
99th 8th Grade 

Attendance
Chance of Being On-Ttrack 

Freshman Year

66%
93% 8th Grade 

Attendance
Chance of Being On-Ttrack 

Freshman Year

Source: Allensworth, E. et al. (2014). Looking forward to high school and college: Middle grade indicators of readiness in Chicago 

Public  Schools. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Consortium on School Research.
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In 8th grade, a student with a 3.3 GPA 

has a 95 percent chance of being on-

track in their freshman year of high 

school, while a student with a 2.0 

GPA in 8th grade has just a 54 

percent chance of being on-track. 

Middle school grades are a strong predictor of 

freshman year success

95%
3.3 8th Grade GPA Chance of Being On-Ttrack 

Freshman Year

54%
2.0 8th Grade GPA Chance of Being On-Ttrack 

Freshman Year

Source: Allensworth, E. et al. (2014). Looking forward to high school and college: Middle grade indicators of readiness in Chicago 

Public  Schools. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Consortium on School Research.
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GPA declines regardless of 8th-grade GPA

Distribution of Ninth-grade Course Grades by Students’ Eighth-grade Course Grades* 

G
P

A
 

Source: Rosenkranz, T., et al. (2014). Free to fail: Why grades drop when students enter high school and what adults can do about it. 

University of Chicago Consortium on School Research.
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High school absences almost double from 8th to 9th grade

Average Number of Total Days Absent (Same 25,745 Students)

8th Grade

2011–

2012

9th Grade

2012–

2013

Source: Rosenkranz, T., et al. (2014). Free to fail: Why grades drop when students enter high school and what adults can do about it. 

University of Chicago Consortium on School Research.
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HS 

Graduation

Rate

Freshman 

OnTrack 

Rate

Freshman Year
Graduation Year

Freshman OnTrack predicts high school graduation

Updated from original source: Roderick, M., et. al. (2014) Preventable failure. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Consortium on School 

Research.



Outcome Data: Equity & Access 



MTSS
Multi-Tiered Systems of 

Support & the 3
School Counseling Domains



Middle School On-Track at Lawndale Academy



2018 School Counseling Quarter 1 Meeting



ASK: What do students need…

to BELIEVE...

to be able to DO…

to KNOW...  



Post-Secondary Awareness



Chicago’s High School Application Process
High School Programs: Match & Fit

❖ Selective Enrollment

❖ Military Schools

❖ International Baccalaureate 

❖ Magnet (Fine Arts & STEM)

❖ Career & Technical Education

❖ Charter & Contract Schools

❖ Independent Schools

❖ Scholarships

Go CPS Weblink 

https://go.cps.edu/
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High school choice matters

Source: The Educational Benefits of Attending Higher-Performing Schools: Evidence from Chicago High Schools Allensworth, E., 

Moore, P., Sartain, L., & de la Torre, M. (2016).



Naviance 

The Naviance platform will be the district’s and schools primary way of tracking, progress monitoring, and 

evaluating strategies

• By starting conversations and exploration as early as possible, 

students will be prepared to make postsecondary decisions 

during their senior year

• The Key Performance Indicator, usage, and ILP reports will be 

used to progress monitor and will be sent to principals, 

specialists, and counselors to understand the impact of 

interventions and for planning

• Naviance will collect seniors concrete postsecondary plan

• The evidence collected in Naviance will then be used to 

compute post-secondary readiness metrics

*Charter schools will receive Naviance in order to participate in Learn.Plan.Succeed. 

Individualized 

Learning Plans

Progress Monitoring

Concrete Post-

Secondary Plan

Accountability / 

Evaluation

Metrics

Recommended Metric: 

# of students annualized as 12th

graders at your school who have a 

concrete postsecondary plan / 

# of students annualized as 12th

graders at your school 

Elementary and high school 

counselors play a vital role in 

ensuring ILPs are developed for 

each student from 6th – 12th grade



SY19 ILPs Naviance Companion Curriculum

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-m17PfmfZnjU8yp8vAxTZHlxEyRYNn-0?usp=sharing


Career Exposure

Highlight Multiple Career 

Pathways 



Post Secondary Options & Awareness! 



Post-Secondary Exposure 

After School Programs

Field Trips 

Shadow Days 

Mentoring 

Enrichment Programs



Academic Preparation



SAMPLES of Attendance InterventionsMTSS Intervention Protocol

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Y5KrkgSEmKjkVW5rqoXMI1g5aiV_vwX2?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0BxLKuq0qKLH0M1JscmtYbEdHdlU?usp=sharing


Parental Engagement
Parental involvement increases 

student success in school!

SAMPLE Parent Engagement Interventions

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ncLArMTvJYvy5FAlMg_KFAr9Vk30ikwo?usp=sharing


Social Emotional Supports



Successful 

Transitioning 

Perseverance

Self-

Awareness

Proactivity

Goal Setting 

Emotional  

Coping 

Strategies

Support 

Systems

Transition Success



Social-Emotional Learning & Prevention

Sex Education

Drug Awareness

Restorative Justice & Peace 

Circles (Violence Prevention)

Mentoring

Restorative Justice Guide & Resources SAMPLE Materials and Plans for SEL 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0BxLKuq0qKLH0ZlNIX0h6MVFfUTQ?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0BxLKuq0qKLH0bnVna0ZGdHUwVDg?usp=sharing


• New teachers and classmates 

• Getting to class on time

• Finding your locker

– Combination locks

• Keeping up with course materials

– Executive functioning skills

• Finding the lunchroom and 

bathroom 

• Getting through crowded hallways

• Remember which class to go to next

Elementary to High School Transition Concerns



Chicago’s 8-9th Grade Transitioning Programs

High School Investigation Day

Freshman Connection

One Summer Chicago

After School Matters

https://chooseyourfuture.cps.edu/high-school-college-career/high-school-planning/high-school-exploration/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Q2C55A6Ht3jNulXMJMaAXNup9TfZwsk54ulPpe0c4M4/edit?usp=sharing
https://chooseyourfuture.cps.edu/high-school-college-career/programs/one-summer-chicago/
https://www.afterschoolmatters.org/


QUESTIONS
Contact: Kirsten Perry

khperry@cps.edu


